Web Site Development - Step by Step

At Web Operations, we’ll work with you to design a unique Web presence to most effectively market your products and services online as well as provide you with comprehensive consultation regarding the goals of your site.  Here are a few key things to think about that will greatly speed the development of your site and ensure that you will receive the product you expect:

· Examine other sites in your field and see what your competition is doing

· Write a short paragraph or two about your company as if it were for a newspaper article

· Come up with 50 search engine keywords that you would use if looking for your site online 

· Gather any photos, artwork, brochures or materials you already have about your company

Be sure to market your domain (yourcompany.com) on any invoices, business cards or other materials

Step 1:  Domain name selection/registration.

Step 2:  Determining Site Structure.


  The site structure defines the layout of content on the website.  Traditionally, the main pages of a website are shown as individual links on the site's navigation menu.  This "nav menu" usually appears in the same place on every page of the site.  It can run horizontally, across the top or bottom of the page, vertically, on the left or right side, or in combination.  Links to sub pages (additional pages within the site whose content is considered supplemental to one of the main pages), can be shown as drop downs or fly outs from the parent button on the main nav menu, or they may be shown as an additional menu or text links on the content page with which they're linked.

ex:

Home 

About Us 


Staff 

Products 


Shoes


Hats


Handbags

Location 

Contact Us 

Step 3:  Shell Design

Uniformity within a website creates a more professional web presence and, most importantly, allows for much easier navigation for the visitor.  While the content area of each page can be changed to fit the information that's being conveyed, the basic "shell" of the site appears the same on every page.  This shell consists of the following:

Header

This is usually seen across the top of most sites, but can be placed along the side according to the design preference.   The header can be made up of static graphics or may include flash components, but almost always contains the company's logo, tag line, and sometimes a contact phone number.

Navigation bar


See above

Footer

 The footer usually consists of text links that mirror the buttons on the nav menu as well as the site's copyright information.

(Optional) Information "Side" bars (i.e. boxes for News links, upcoming events, etc.)

Step 4.  Build Out
Content
Customarily, the shell design is created and presented as a static image when in the mock up stage.  Once the design has been approved, the shell is then recreated in html or asp format.  Mouse over effects and flash components become active, and the sub pages of the site are built out and readied for content.

At this point the text content and images are provided by the client and dropped in to the shell to fill out the individual pages.  (See ACP option below.)  Once the content is completed and approved, the site "goes live" and becomes available for viewing on the internet.
Visit http://weboperations.net/copy.asp for more information and tips on writing site content.
Meta Tags/Keywords
A meta tag is an HTML tag which provides information about a web document. Unlike regular tags, meta tags do not provide formatting information for the browser. Instead they provide such information as the author, date of creation or latest update for the page, and keywords which indicate the subject matter. Search engines often use keywords from meta tags to index their databases.

Visit http://weboperations.net/metatags.asp for more information and tips on meta tags.

ACP
The  Administrative Control Panel is an optional component that allows website owners to add, edit, and maintain their own websites using any web browser.   Using the ACP cuts down on production and maintenance costs, and allows for quick editing by the site's owner on a daily basis, if necessary.

Once a site has reached the build out stage and the ACP components are plugged in, the site owner can opt to fill in the content themselves. 

Visit http://weboperations.net/acp.asp for more information on ACP components.
